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Wisconsin Sound Beginnings  

Early Intervention Outreach Initiatives 

Wisconsin Sound Beginnings (WSB) is the State’s Early Hearing Detection and Intervention (EHDI) 

program.  

Mission: Wisconsin Sound Beginnings will identify all babies with hearing loss by working as a team 

to increase the number of Wisconsin infants who are screened and receive timely, individualized 

follow-up care. We will increase access to hearing-related services by nurturing existing 

collaborations and forging new ones and providing innovative outreach and nonbiased education to 

families, healthcare providers and community partners. By advancing early hearing detection and 

quality interventions, we provide children the opportunity to develop communication skills, cognitive 

abilities and social-emotional well-being. 

Vision: All families will have equal access to a seamless system of early and continuous hearing 

screening, skilled and timely diagnostics and quality interventions to enable children with hearing 

loss to thrive. 
 

WSB works to: 

1. Ensure All Babies Receive a Hearing Screening or Have Documented Refusal 

2. Reduce Loss to Follow-Up (LTFU) for Babies Who Did Not Pass their Newborn Hearing Screening 

3. Reduce the Time to Diagnosis for Babies Who Need Diagnostic Services 

4. Reduce Loss to Follow-Up and Improve Outcomes for Babies Referred to Early Intervention: 

While more than 90% of babies diagnosed with a hearing loss were referred to the Birth to 3 Program in 

2012 and 2013, only half  actually enrolled. To improve follow-up and ensure access and enrollment in early 

intervention, WSB and the State Birth to 3 Program signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU). This 

MOU enables WSB to be a participating Birth to 3 provider, allowing: WSB and Birth to 3 to exchange child

-specific information; WSB staff to be considered members of a child’s IFSP team; and WSB staff to work 

with both families and Birth to 3 Programs. WSB works to improve rates of early intervention enrollment 

and improve developmental outcomes for children through its Early Intervention Outreach Initiatives.  

CARES: In 2014, WSB launched CARES —Coordination, Assistance, Resources and Evaluation 

Services—for children who are deaf or hard of hearing. A CARES Specialist supports both families 

and Birth to 3 Program early intervention providers serving children who are deaf or hard of hearing 

in the Southern Region.  

REIL: In 2015, WSB established Regional Early Intervention Liaisons (REIL) to work with Birth to 

3 Programs serving children and families in the Northern, Western, Northeastern and Southeastern 

Regions in the state. 

AEIOu: Since 2009, WSB has conducted the Assessment of Early Intervention Outcomes (AEIOu) 

study to track developmental outcomes of children who are deaf or hard of hearing in the areas of 

general, communication and social-emotional development; the early intervention they receive; and 

the variables that affect positive outcomes.  
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  WSB Regional Early Intervention: 
 Northwestern, Northeastern, Southeastern Regions 

WSB Coordination, Assessment, Resources and 

Evaluation Services (CARES): Southern Region 

WSB Team WSB Regional Early Intervention Liaison 
Northwestern & Northeastern: Connie 

Stevens 
Southeastern: Rebecca Martin 

WSB CARES Specialist 
Southern: Christi Hess 

WSB-Birth to 3 

Program 

Collaboration at 

Early Intervention 

Referral 

 WSB emails diagnostic report to local Birth to 

3 Program 
 WSB REIL contacts Birth to 3 Program to 

answer questions and offer support 

 WSB emails diagnostic report to local Birth to 

3 Program 
 CARES Specialist connects with local Birth to 

3 Program to coordinate services 

WSB-Birth to 3 

Program and 

Family Support 

  CARES Specialist: 
 Works with both families and Birth to 3 

Programs 
 Participates in Intake, Initial/Ongoing 

Evaluation, IFSP meetings, Joint Visits and 

Case Conferencing/Teaming 
 Is on the IFSP for all children who are deaf or 

hard of hearing in the Southern Region 
 Can collaborate with other organizations also 

serving the family 

WSB-Birth to 3 

Program Support 
WSB Can Provide As Needed/Requested: 
 in-service training and support to Birth to 3 

Staff 
 up-to-date resources, information, education 

on deaf/hard of hearing topics 

WSB/CARES Provides Regular: 
 in-service training and support to Birth to 3 

Staff 
 up-to-date resources, information, education 

on  deaf/hard of hearing topics 

Assessment of Early 

Intervention 

Outcomes (AEIOu) 

Project 
  

AEIOu includes the following information/

assessments: 
 Demographic forms 
 MacArthur Bates Communication 

Development Inventory 
 Minnesota Child Development Index 
 Greenspan Social-Emotional Growth Chart 
 IFSP goals 
 Early intervention provider demographic form 
 

WSB can provide support in filling out forms or in 

understanding the results. 
  
Connie Stevens coordinates the AEIOu project and 

can be reached at 608-266-0917 or 

connie.stevens@wi.gov. 
  
  
  

AEIOu includes the following information/ 

assessments: 
 Demographic forms 
 MacArthur Bates Communication 

Development Inventory 
 Minnesota Child Development Index 
 Greenspan Social-Emotional Growth Chart 
 IFSP goals 
 Early intervention provider demographic form 

  
Unique to the Southern Region/CARES: 
 LittlEARS functional listening assessment + 

recommendations for family/Birth to 3 

Program 
 Parent-Child Early Relational Assessment + 

video replay + recommendations for family/

Birth to 3 Program 
 CARES Specialist can assist family in filling 

out the AEIOu packets and supports family 

and Birth to 3 in understanding assessment 

outcomes report and incorporating results into 

IFSP development 

WSB-Birth to 3 

Program and 

RESource 

Ongoing collaboration, evaluation and 

communication 
Ongoing collaboration, evaluation and 

communication 

Wisconsin Sound Beginnings Early Intervention Outreach Initiatives 
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WSB Early Intervention Outreach Team 

WSB Program Director 

Elizabeth Seeliger, AuD: elizabeth.seeliger@wi.gov, 608-267-9191 

Elizabeth spearheaded development of the WSB-Birth to 3 Program collaboration. The Director since 
WSB’s inception, she has worked as a clinical audiologist in a variety of settings, helping guide families 
through the process of hearing screening, diagnosis and intervention. She is a leader in EHDI, developing a 
data, tracking and referral system; educational resources for hospitals and providers; resources and programs 
for parents; and creating a streamlined system of care for children and families. She provides technical 
assistance locally and internationally on quality improvement. She sits on the Board of Directors for Hands 
& Voices HQ and its Wisconsin Chapter. She is a graduate of the UW-Madison Infant, Early Childhood and 
Family Mental Health Certificate Program. She is the 2015 winner of the Antonia Brancia Maxon Award for 
EHDI Excellence.  

CARES Specialist: Southern Region 

Christi Hess, PhD, CCC-SLP: christi.hess@wi.gov , 608-358-5053 

Christi brings a wealth of experience to her role as the CARES Specialist serving children, families and Birth 
to 3 Programs in the Southern Region. Originally from Baltimore, Christi has lived and worked in Madison 
for the past four years as a PhD student/researcher and an early intervention provider with Bridges Birth to 
3 Program. Both her clinical work and research focuses on children who are deaf or hard of hearing. She 
received her BS in Communication Sciences and Disorders and MS in Speech Language Pathology from 
James Madison University in Virginia. She worked in New York City for two years as a speech-language 
pathologist for New York Eyes and Ear’s Cochlear Implant Center and Strivright/The Auditory Oral School 
of New York providing auditory rehabilitation as well as speech/language therapy to children ages 0-5. 
Christi has experience in multiple modes of communication ranging from American Sign Language to 
Auditory Oral/Verbal. 

Regional Early Intervention Liaison: Northwestern, Northeastern Regions 

Connie Stevens, MA: connie.stevens@wi.gov, 608-266-0917 

Connie coordinates the AEIOu project and serves as the Regional Early Intervention Liaison for the 
Northwestern and Northeastern Regions. Connie began her journey into EHDI in 1998 after learning that 
her daughter was deaf. An applied sociologist by training, Connie began researching best practices and 
resources for her family, including Birth to 3 Program services. Since then, she has become a leader in parent
-to-parent support serving as a Parent Educator and Director at Shore to Shore, coordinating and leading 
parent support groups and sign language classes for five years. She was a founding member of Wisconsin 
Families for Hands & Voices and has been a Guide By Your Side Parent Guide for eight years. Connie also  
co-wrote and edited the “Babies and Hearing Loss Interactive Notebook.”    

Regional Early Intervention Liaison: Southeastern Region 

Rebecca Martin, MPH, IMH-E®(II): rebecca.martin@wi.gov, 608-261-7654 

Rebecca has been working for Wisconsin’s EHDI program since the end of 2011. She conducts Parent-Child 
Early Relational Assessments and serves as the REIL for the Southeastern Region. Rebecca has more than a 
decade of experience in infant mental health, health promotion and community development. With a focus on 
high-risk parents and their children, she provided intensive intervention, assessment and case management 
to families to support parent-child relationships, child development, family stability and physical/emotional 
health for four years with the Dane County Early Childhood Initiative. She served as a Peace Corps 
Volunteer for 2.5 years, working to better maternal/child health and community organization. She is a 
graduate of UW-Madison’s Infant, Early Childhood and Family Mental Health Certificate Program and has 
earned her Level II Infant Mental Health Endorsement as an Infant Family Specialist for culturally sensitive, 
relationship-focused practice promoting infant mental health.  
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